SUMMER 2020 ACTIVITY REPORT
“As always, and once again, Kinetika Bloco has brought together its family to celebrate music.
Not all the family members are blood related. We are connected by our passion for music and
true expression. We are united, and we come together, as this year's summer school proves - in
any given circumstances. Participating in Kinetika Bloco's summer school means the world to
me. Each year it completely changes my life for the better. Reminding me that all we really have
in this life is each other. Giving me the opportunity to finesse my musical voice and join my
peers in a mutual call. We are calling you. Calling you to wake up from your old ways. We give
you an example. We show you how to be. No matter who and how we are. Together, we are
one.” Amadeusz, online brass participant

“Kinetika Bloco has been a life saver since the very beginning of the lock down. It has not only
given my son an opportunity of leaning music, it has taught him the importance of the
community. Kinetika Bloco gave him so many opportunities to understand that they are all
there and they can still do so many things together thorough music.” KB Parent
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2020 was supposed to be our 20th Birthday year of celebrations! Our theme had been planned as “In the
Spirit of Kinetika Bloco” looking at Togetherness, Celebration and Shared Heritage. It is still quite an
appropriate theme as captured by Amadeusz’s quote above: this global pandemic has demonstrated
very clearly that we are all in this together and the way through is together. We will hold off the big
celebration now till our coming of age, 21st party, but in the meantime, we went ahead with some
activity this Summer. The Junior week was funded by Ronnie Scotts Charitable Foundation and the
Senior week by our Arts Council NPO funding.
Following much research, a thorough risk assessment, exchanges with our funders and many
conversations with staff, young people, parents, advisors and our Board we made the decision to go
ahead with some face to face activity in place of our normal full Summer School.
We felt it was important to still gather under the social distancing guidance for the following reasons:








To provide a safe space for young people, many who have been out of education since March.
To play our part in reducing the widening attainment gap for some young people
To support the mental wellbeing of our young people
To help young people transition into a return to school or college in September 2020
To help our young people become leaders in social distancing safety so they can help their peers
in the future
Because many young people were unable, unwilling, or increasingly uninterested in accessing
activity online
Because it is our charitable duty as laid out in our objectives and follows our values of
Leadership, Respect, Risk, Creativity and Family

We put together a programme of face-to-face Junior and Senior sessions in Steel pans, Drums and
Dance and Online sessions in brass / woodwind and drums. In this way we could facilitate those young
people and families who wanted to return to face to face and those who wanted to participate online.
Due to DCMS guidance we could not allow the brass and woodwind to do anything face to face. But our
professional tutors delivered two of the ten sessions as a group from the venue in order to help the
young people at home feel like they were playing in more of a band setting without as much time delay.
The work was delivered at Streatham Wells Primary School and Yellow Qube who were both very
supportive with sharing risk assessments and supporting with onsite cleaners.
We created a 21-page risk assessment for the activity which was independently checked by Lambeth
Council and a Public Health advisor and delivered individual staff risk assessments with all the team
prior to the work taking place. All the team were briefed on the risk assessment and helped to ensure all
the social distancing measures were maintained.
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O UR P A RT I C IP A NT S
We had 82 young people participate in total. 20 of these participated in online activity (10 senior brass,
5 senior drums, 5 junior brass) and 62 attended the face to face activity.
We gave the brass players the option of joining a face to face activity in another discipline so that they
were able to come and play music with their friends and 11 of them did this either joining pans, drums
or dance. This also meant they got to learn a new skill and develop other areas of their creative practise.
57% of the participants were male and 43% female; 79% of the participants came from black or minority
ethnic backgrounds and 22% of our participants had a special educational need or disability. This is
reflective of our normal demographics at Summer Schools, so we were pleased to be reaching all our
regular young people and managing to create an inclusive environment despite the restrictions.
All participants had previously attended a Kinetika Bloco activity as per our risk assessment, so that we
had knowledge of their needs and were able to deliver the appropriate support. It also meant that this
wasn’t their ‘first’ Kinetika Bloco experience and they understood how we normally operate.
We had a good range of ages attending. We wanted to make sure all the places didn’t get taken up by
young people in year 6 who had already received some schooling before the Summer Holidays; they
represented only 14% of participants.

A G E O F YO U N G P E O P L E AT T E N D I N G
Age 8-9

Age 10-11

Age 12-13

Age 14-15

Age 16-17

Age 18-20

Age 21-25

2%
10%

14%

13%

29%

21%
11%
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O UR ST A F F
Of our 19 staff delivering activity 74% are male and 26% female and 68% from black and minority ethnic
backgrounds.
The activity was facilitated by our regular staff team. Although it wasn’t the same amount of work that
we would ordinarily give them at this time of year it was great to be able to provide some work during a
year where they have lost most of their other work. We employed all but 3 of our regular team; due to
unavailability and underlying health conditions which proved too high risk to manage. We asked our
team how the Coronavirus pandemic had affected them so far this year. Nearly half of them had over
50% of their work cancelled for the year.

W H AT P E R C E N TA G E O F Y O U R I N C O M E G E N E R AT I N G
C R E AT I V E W O R K H A S B E E N C A N C E L L E D T H I S Y E A R ?
none

less than 10%

20-50%

50-70%

over 70%

11%
26%
16%

21%

26%

Over half of them had looked at other ways to cover their lost finances including applying for
emergency pots of funding from the likes of Help Musicians or Arts Council England; taking on other
non-music related work; or applying for universal credit. Of the 6 who hadn’t needed to look at other
ways to make money some had full time jobs or parental support in place.
41% of our team said this Pandemic has made them think about how they can diversify their career and
income streams. No one said they wanted to give up music all together which is a positive outcome, but
many had begun to look for alternative non-creative income streams.
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“I have thought about diversifying…I will always carry on playing/creating music, but because
income from music has dropped dramatically, I will have to find other ways to create income.”
Brass Leader
“I've always wanted to have a diverse career, but this pandemic has shown how important that
is especially for some creatives.” Brass Leader
We hope that by continuing to employ our staff as much as we can and keep activity happening we will
be able to help support them to keep on the creative path and see a career in the creative industries as
a viable and realistic option. We want to support them to be as creative as they can in diversifying their
work portfolio’s so that they come out of the pandemic with more work related options and can
continue to be great role models to our young people of successful creative leaders.
“I've felt extremely supported by Kinetika Bloco and the fact I have been able to continue
working has helped my mental health and financial situation massively.” Project Manager

H O W D I D I T M A K E YO U F E E L T O B E PA R T O F T H E K B
SUMMER ACTIVITY AFTER SO LONG IN LO CK DOWN?
It didn't really feel like KB
It prepared me for returning to more work
Seeing the young people inspired me to keep going
I felt it was what KB should be doing
It helped me financially
It made me more concerned about coronavirus
It encouraged me to keep going as a musician/creative
It helped with my wellbeing
It made me feel happier
It made me feel a little more like normal
0%
Strongly agree
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E VA L U A T IO N N UM B E R S:
We sent an evaluation form out to all the young people who attended online and face to face activity
and their parents and had 81 people return their forms, which is 68% of participants. Normally we
would get almost 100% of participants to fill in evaluation forms, because we make them do it during
the last Summer School day! But due to restrictions we thought it was safer to send it out afterwards.
However, we were happy with the range of participants and parents who responded.
The parents were only directed to a small number of questions at the end of the form.

BREAK DOWN OF WHO FI LLE D I N THE FORM
Face-to-Face activity participant

Face-to-Face and Online activity participant

Online activity participant

Parent of a participant

25

30

8
18
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W H Y Y O UN G P E O PL E W A N TE D T O P A R T I C I PA T E :
The Participants were asked why they wanted to be a part of the activity either face to face or online
during this unprecedented time. The results echoed many of the reasons why we wanted to put the
activity on – wellbeing, ‘getting out there’, developing skills and creativity and seeing friends all rated as
high reasons why the young people wanted to attend. One of the reasons we wanted to provide the
activity was to help them prepare for September, but the young people themselves didn’t see this as
one of the reasons why they attended. Later in the form we asked them if they felt more prepared for
September as a result of taking part, which on the whole they did.

W H Y D I D Y O U WA N T T O PA R T I C I PAT E I N T H I S A C T I V I T Y AT
THIS 'UNPRECENDENTED TIME'?
40
35
30
25
20
15
10
5
0

36
28

34

30

33

29
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responses
To improve my skills

To improve my well being

To get 'back out there'

Because you missed being creative

To see friends

To prepare for September

To learn something new

Some parents recognised the importance of face to face activity for their young people and commented
on this in their evaluation forms:
“It was brilliant as it is so hard to find group activities for children to do other than by zoom.
Being in an even socially distanced group made such a difference to my daughter, to feel part of
making / learning something together is so important” KB parent
“This has been absolutely vital for my children’s mental health; it has been their only creative
outlet” KB parent
“It’s meant a huge amount to see people ‘for real’ and feel connected to the Bloco community.
My son is dyslexic & schooling online has been very challenging & demoralising. KB has been a
lifeline” KB parent
“It was great to have a bit of "normality" and to know that my child could, for a little while, carry
on with something she likes.” KB parent
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H OW T H E S U M M E R A C T IV I T Y M A D E Y O UN G P E O P LE F EE L :
91% of the young people said they enjoyed the Summer Activity overall. We asked the young people
how they felt whilst they were at the activity and a part of Kinetika Bloco. We can see the activity having
a very positive effect on them with 85% - 95% Strongly Agreeing or Agreeing that they felt an increase of
resilience, social skills, creativity, coping mechanisms, ambition, value, sense of belonging and
wellbeing. These statistics are similar and slightly higher in some cases to what we normally see at
summer school. This demonstrates that despite restrictions and limitations we were able to set a similar
positive learning environment and culture for the young people who attended.

H O W D O YO U F E E L W H E N YO U A R E W I T H U S AT K I N E T I K A
BLOCO ?
I feel like I develop my resilience
I feel like I develop my social skills
I get to explore my creativity
Creativity helps me cope with other life pressures
It gets me to think about things in a wider context
I feel like I am listened to
I feel encouraged by the others in the Bloco
I feel like I belong to something
I feel good about myself
0%
Strongly agree

Agree

10%

20%

Neutral

30%

40%

Disagree

50%

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

Strongly Disagree

One Grandmother commented on the importance of feeling a part of something and how that has been
missing for many young people during lockdown. Their granddaughter had been in her last year of
school about to take GCSE’s when lockdown started:
“The opportunity to do some face to face activity gave my granddaughter a connection to Bloco
and friends that makes her feel part of a group again. The sessions helped her play and take part
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in something that had meaning. It was a sense of community and working towards a purpose,
which has been missing during lockdown.”
Whilst we were able to continue online activity during the lockdown and had very positive results, we
had begun to see a decline in young people attending the sessions in the last few weeks of term time.
Zoom fatigue and frustration seemed to set in and this face to face activity was able to help remind the
Bloco young people that they are part of something.
We saw many of the comments from the young people reinforcing the positive effect the activity had on
their wellbeing, resilience, and sense of belonging. This activity and the reminder that they are a part of
something we believe gives them hope, which is important now and will continue to be in the months
ahead which are going to continue to be hard for all of them.
“It meant so much to me especially doing things face to face, which really gets your spirits up
and it is so much better than online. It was really nice to be reminded of the strong family I am a
part of in Bloco.” face to face pans and online brass participant
“I felt really really grateful to have Kinetika Bloco in this time because being in lockdown was
really a difficult time and it felt good to be able to do something creative and in person” face to
face drums and online brass participant
“It made things seem a little more normal, and I was able to focus on positive things rather than
having to be constantly reminded of everything going on right now.” face to face pans
participant
“It meant a lot to me and showed that these times can't completely stop me from doing the
things I enjoy and being with the people I enjoy and I am very happy that I got to be with others
finally performing & socialising” face to face drums participant
“It felt great, we did not want it to end, it brought people together with vibes and great
emotions” online brass participant
“It means the world to us. This week is the first time that my daughter has been outside our
home environment. It is so important that she maintains all the social skills she has worked hard
to acquire. She also missed her extended KB family as have I. Just want to say a great big thank
you for being able to support our young people through these challenging times.” KB Parent
Some of the staff highlighted the value of the experience for the young people. They also demonstrate
that it is down to the people to set the environment and culture. Our team is so good at working
together and with young people that they were able to create a positive learning experience despite the
restrictive circumstances and timing.
“I think we pulled off a very successful year, and it shows that as a team/company we are able
to deliver high quality lessons even when faced with major hurdles” Andre Johnson, Drum Squad
“It was very nice being able to still have fun, music and share laughs with the KB family even
though we couldn't come together properly” Benjamin Amissah, Brass Young Leader
“It was a really valuable experience for the young people taking part. It was nice to see some of
the young people mentoring each other across age groups and having the opportunity to learn
and have fun in a safe, live environment.” Kathy Black, Welfare Support and First Aid
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W H A T S K IL L S T H E Y OU N G P E O PL E D E VE L O P E D :
We asked the young people what skills they gained and for some outcomes this is lower than previous
years which is due to the reduced activity we were able to deliver with the restrictions placed on us. We
saw a reduction in the numbers of ‘strengthened friendships’ which is partially a result of the online
experience not being as social, and the limited number of young people in attendance. Summer School
is normally as much a social experience as it is a musical one and we missed the lunch hang outs, the
after session social moments and the games and cross-sectional interactions. There were also lower
results in performance skills and improvisation/choreography this is because we were not focussed on
working towards a performance as such, and we were unable to deliver as many sessions as normal. At
a regular Summer School we would do Bloco Lates sessions and Breakout sessions which tend to be
focussed on improvisation, composition, or other creative activities.
However, considering all the restrictions we did see 94% of young people saying they increased their
skills, 94% were able to keep up with the group through the sessions, 90% able to play and listen to
others at the same time. 84% also felt like they contributed to the group by talking, sharing or creative
thinking which demonstrates that even through the sessions were restricted our team were able to
make them open enough for young people to have creative input.

W H I C H O F T H E S E D I D S U M M E R A C T I V I T Y H E L P YO U T O D O ?
I made or strengthened friendships
I developed performance skills
I was able to play and listen to others at the same time
I learnt how to improvise or choreograph
I contributed to the group: talking, sharing or creative thinking
I increased my skills
I was able to keep up with the group
0%
Strongly agree

Agree

Neutral

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Disagree

Strongly Disagree

One of our young drummers who has autism and participated online only, acknowledged that he was
still able to learn skills and socialise and this contributed to an increase in his happiness: “It gives me an
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opportunity to see my friends and learn something new. During the lockdown period Bloco helped me
keep occupied and encouraged me to talk, share music and dance and make me a happier person.”
Another participant only joined us in April where he started accessing our online activity and has joined
in on masterclasses, Tulse Hill Bloco and general rehearsals. He acknowledged that he got to learn music
in a different way: “I had fun learning music by ear and it kept me busy”. We are looking forward to
finally meeting him and his brother in real life when things return to normal!
81% of participants said they increased their discipline as a result of getting up and out (or online) each
day. 80% said they increased their confidence by taking part, and 90% said they increased their
happiness by being part of the activity.
“This is an amazing opportunity for social integration and recognition of a safe place for our
children. It also brings solace and a bit of escapism for the young minds. Being away from "their
Norm" and family helps to re-build their confidence and identity.” KB parent
“All the staff, leaders, helpers and friends at Bloco are just the best. Nothing will ever stop us
being together. Learning together forever. I will always be a part of Kinetika Bloco. They have
given me the best opportunities ever.” face to face drums participant
“It was great for my son to still be able to meet up with his Kinetika family and jam together and
have fun. He particularly enjoyed the more personalised sessions which the Zoom environment
offered.” KB parent
“I was so glad to be with some of the group of people that makes me happy and confident in my
music, Kinetika Bloco is such a diverse place that we don’t even notice peoples differences, we
are just one big happy family” face to face pans and online brass participant
“It made me feel happy to see everyone and jamming with Andre and Shay was fun fun fun!! It
was perfecto!!” online drums participant
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SAFETY:
Following our 21-page risk assessment and briefing meeting with the team we were quite confident that
we were putting everything in place to ensure a safe environment for the activity. We went with smaller
groups than we were allowed and stuck to the 2-meter spacing, clearly marking out all the spaces within
the venues. We were very clear with participants about the risks and sent them NHS information about
health risk assessments that they could do on themselves in advance of attending. We also produced a
very clear code of conduct that laid out all the additional rules that was sent to participants in advance
and read out to them at their first session. Within the evaluation form we asked the young people how
safe they felt whilst they were at summer activity and they gave an average rating of 4.67 out of 5-stars
which demonstrates that everything we put in place helped to give them a real sense of safety.
As one of our Steel pan players noted we may have gone overboard on safety at times! “It was very safe
while I was there, we washed our hands at least 5 times per lesson. I think that we were already as
sanitised as possible.”
One young person, at the Yellow Qube site, suggested that because of the heat, we could have taken
the pan session outside. “As the days were hot maybe we could practice outside under shade/gazebo.
We were a small group so no social distancing issues, it was two hours so not a long time, but the
weather was good so outside could be used to further reduce the risk.” This would have been perfect,
however the walk to the outside part of Yellow Qube was quite excessive and presented more risk in
terms of carrying equipment back and forth and pinch points in passing which is why we only did this for
the Sharing session when parents were also onsite.
As we are seeing everywhere now, within Bloco there are very mixed feelings towards risk and
restrictions. Some young people indicated they didn’t have any health and safety concerns prior to the
activity, however some families were not ready to attend face to face as one parent said “my son loves
to do face to face but we need some more time for that”.
This is why it was important for us to offer both online and face to face so that we could facilitate as
many of our young people as possible and not make them feel they only had one option or force them
to make choices they weren’t ready for.
“As a parent l was super impressed. KB as always have given 110% to the kids... and their
parents. My son took part from home, when we had IT problems, they talked us through them,
and gave excellent support to learn new pieces. He was still really engaged, even though he was
not in the same room as everyone else. Great that the games were still included to break the
sessions up and help the children stay connected and have fun.” KB parent
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P RE PA R A TI O N F O R S E PT E M B E R :
One of our justifications for delivering the face to face activity was to help young people get used to
some of the social distancing measures prior to starting back to school in September. It seems that we
were successful in this outcome with 78% of face to face participants saying they felt the activity had
helped to prepare them for September. No one said it hadn’t prepared them, 22% were ‘not sure’.
Parents also appreciated the safe space that we created for their young people to start engaging in
‘real-life’ again. They gave a rating of 4.88 out of 5 for their satisfaction with all the safety measures we
had put in place for their young people and also commented on the preparation for transition from no
activity to some activity:
“I'm really grateful that she's had a chance to do something with real people, in real life again.
Four months of no school or usual activities has been pretty miserable for her and I've been
concerned about how hard she might have found returning to school in September, especially as
she has a tendency to catastrophise. The drumming sessions have given some structure to her
week, an opportunity to socialise, to push herself out of her comfort zone and to enjoy making
music with others again. It's done her the world of good to hang out with some of her Bloco
friends again. Thank YOU all for being willing to make it happen this year. It would have been so
easy to cancel summer school completely or to stay online but H has benefitted from a few hours
out of her bedroom each day.” KB parent
“It was a relief to know that he could have some face to face teaching and socialising in a safe
environment. It was a much-needed break from making sure he was entertained/safe.” KB
parent
“My daughter was very disappointed about the prospect of Bloco not happening. She was
delighted to be asked to help out at the junior Bloco and loved the responsibility and the extra
days of dance. This has been a blessing for her. Thank you so much for making the sacrifice to
put Bloco on, all be it very different.” KB parent
“Some form of normality has resumed which has enabled her to start moving on and prepare
herself for school in September.” KB parent
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H OW T H E SE ‘ UN P RE C E DE N T E D T IM E S’ A R E MA K I N G O UR Y O U N G
P EO PL E F E E L :
Our final question to our young people and parents was to ask if they wanted to comment on what it
meant to them during this ‘unprecedented time’ that we are living in to be a part of the Kinetika Bloco.
Not only have we had to deal with the global pandemic of coronavirus this year, but we have had the
additional pain and grief because of the murder of George Floyd, and many others, and the protesting
across the world for the cause of equality for black lives. Many of our Bloco family are directly affected
by racism on a daily basis. This is not a movement that has just started, this is something they have been
managing their whole lives, in many different arenas and in many different situations. We believe that
what we do in Kinetika Bloco is part of the solution to this and we aim to work together with all of our
amazing team and young people to try and make the future better for young black people in London.
We are constantly inspired by the beautiful unity of all the young people in Bloco and we hope that they
viewed this face to face and online activity as a positive experience that is inclusive and gives them
some hope in difficult times.

Q. CAN YOU TELL US W HAT IT MEAN T TO Y OU DURING THIS
'UNPRECEDENTED TIME' OF CORONAVIRUS AND THE RENEWED ATTENTION
ON RACIAL IN EQUALITY T O BE A PART OF ACTIVITY WITH KINETIKA BLOCO?
“Bloco prides itself on inclusiveness and that’s what I felt throughout this period. We cannot
always all relate to the struggles we face but Bloco gives you a place to express yourself both
musically and through speech.” Brass participant
“For me it’s the unknown of what’s going to happened. It’s good to know that despite the
inequality of race Kinetika Bloco’s doors are open to anyone.” Drums participant
“It is important that everyone is treated the same. It is important that people understand my
feelings and what makes me different and what makes me the same” Steel Pan participant
“I went to KB last year and it was mixed people. I think KB helps by bringing all people together,
to do things together and respect each other. Even parents at the gate speak to each other, the
more this happens the more people will see we are the same and respect each other and want
the same respect for others by the wider society and the world. No one is better or lesser.” Steel
Pan participant
“I think Bloco is the best place for inclusiveness that I have ever experienced, and I loved coming
especially since social interactions have been limited.” Brass participant
“Well I just felt normal because Kinetika Bloco has so many different cultures so the cause of
racism could never happen here.” Dance participant
“I felt included to be part of a group and proud to have heritage from Africa and be BAME” Brass
participant
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“I have always felt comfortable with my KB family. They are my family” Brass participant
“I think Kinetika Bloco are doing a good job with racial inequality. BLM has been a big topic in
my house” KB parent
“As a parent, I spoke to my kids about the times we are living in and the rise of racial inequality
as we are part of the BME group. Having Kinetika Bloco where they can go and be free, be
themselves, is a safe haven for them and for me so thank you very much!” KB parent
“Thank you Kinetika Bloco for being so inclusive especially because there aren’t that many
opportunities for special needs kids to take part in Clubs and it’s wonderful to see them really
enjoying their jamming sessions. The online sessions worked very well. It had a bit of everything
including sound issues - which (looking at the positive) helped to teach the kids patience! It gave
my son the chance to improve on his limited social skills and feeling of self-worth/ confidence.”
KB parent
Several young people specifically mentioned ‘not being forgotten about’. We think this is an important
undercurrent of racial inequality and also a general fear and anxiety that is prevalent in young people at
the moment, exacerbated by the coronavirus. Their education was cancelled, their exam results were
fixed by an algorithm, they are not at major risk from the virus yet their lives have been put on hold,
they are seeing the economy crumble even more and their future security at higher risk than ever and
they really have no say over any of it. We want to make sure that Kinetika Bloco is somewhere that
young people are central, their voices are heard at the same table as the adults, their needs are put
first, they inform and participate in our decision making, and they are valued now and always.
“It was great to know that KB didn’t forget about us and I love that KB has a mixed diversity of
people” Dance participant
“I feel I was not forgotten about.” Drum participant
“It made me feel included and a part of something special despite the other things going on
around the world.” Dance participant
“I'm worried that social life has gone from full on to zero. Summer School is the highlight of the
year for my son, to have nothing at all would have been devastating after everything that he
saw cancelled at a moment's notice in March. So many negative divisive things have been in the
media that the young people are exposed to and they have been very isolated and worried. So, it
has been a good opportunity to spend time being cooperative, creative and optimistic in good
inclusive company.” KB parent
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C ON CL US I O N
In conclusion we feel that the Summer activity was a great success and fulfilled the outcomes that we
wanted to achieve. We are encouraged by the positive responses of all the participants, parents and
staff and feel that we made the right decision to return to face to face activity during the summer. It
feels as if we gave our young people what they needed at the time and seem to have helped their sense
of resilience, hope, wellbeing and given them an opportunity to develop their creative and social skills.

Trustee Nicholai La Barrie shared his thoughts on the completion of the activity:

“This report reflects what I saw when I went to the sharing. I think you all have done a
wonderful job of not forgetting the core values of KB and making sure that the activity was safe
and available for so many of the young people.
It is also vital to have the tutor's perspective as well because of the massive impact the
pandemic has had on their livelihoods and how that could affect the delivery of the work. There
must be as much care for them as there is for the participants if the ecosystem of KB is to
function effectively.
Having seen the sharing on the last day, I was moved by everyone's passion to make and be
creative. It didn't matter that there was a tiny audience or that we were all very far apart, the
same energy and joy for performance was there as it would have been if they were hundreds
strong. Although the great big sound of Bloco wasn't there, the great big heart was, and that for
me is vital.
We are social beings; we exist in groups that teach us and bind us and define us. We have lost
some of that in 2020 because of the pandemic and to see just a small fraction of that back again
made me exceedingly happy. It is also clear it was very necessary and healing for everyone
involved. That I think is KB's strength and cannot be overstated, using music to create
community and family and ultimately healing.”

16

Tamzyn French, CEO, 9th Sept 2020 v 2

Statement from our Chair, David Hopley, OBE:

“As chair of the board of Trustees, I want to express our pride and gratefulness to our staff and
family for delivering an amazing summer programme during what have been the most very
difficult of times. Led by our CEO and her team of staff, volunteers and parents, Kinetika Bloco
found a way to give our young people an opportunity to express themselves and do what they
love. The work that went into ensure we not only met but exceeded the safety guidelines is a
massive testament to that team and their strong sense of Purpose.
But it was always much more than that and these two quotes sum it up so perfectly:
“I've felt extremely supported by Kinetika Bloco and the fact I have been able to continue
working has helped my mental health and financial situation massively.”
“It’s meant a huge amount to see people ‘for real’ and feel connected to the Bloco community.
My son is dyslexic & schooling online has been very challenging & demoralising. KB has been a
lifeline”
I am proud to say that Kinetika Bloco has never shied away from a challenge when it comes to
our young people and their well-being. This story is why!”

And finally, as our great Brass Leader, Claude Deppa, summed up in his evaluation – music is key to
moving forward and healing:

“We must keep the music at the forefront of our work and have the young people’s well-being
physically and mentally as a priority, taking into account that music is a healing energy”
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